
McHenry County Veterans Assistance Commission 

 Minutes of the General Meeting 

21 March 2018  
Chairman, Joseph Kersten  called the meeting of the Veterans Assistance Commission to order at 1914 Hours 

in Conference Room C, at the McHenry County Administration Building, 667 Ware Road, Woodstock, IL 60098. 

Secretary, Michael Wisniewski called the roll.  A quorum of officers and a quorum of 13 delegates representing 

11 posts or organizations were present. 

Officer’s present:  (*Appointed) 

Chairman Joseph Kersten Sr. Vice Chairman Patrick Conley 

Jr. Vice Chairman Excused   

Judge Advocate Harry Van Beetz Sergeant At Arms Excused 

McHenry County Board Rep. Tom Wilbeck  Parliamentarian* Harry Van Beetz 

Chaplain* Gene Boxletner IACVAC Delegate* Harry Van Beetz    

IACVAC Alternate* Excused Secretary * Michael Wisniewski 

   Posts Represented: 

American Legion #119 Fox River Grove  Del      

Alt  

#171 Crystal Lake        Del     

Alt  

#192 Marengo               Del                   

Alt  

#253 Richmond            Del             

Alt  

#265 Harvard               Del  

Alt  

#276 Cary                     Del  

Alt  

#412 Woodstock           Del  

Alt  

#491 McHenry              Del  

Alt  

#606 Hebron                 Del  

Alt  

#673 Huntley                Del  

Alt  

#1231 Lake In the Hills Del  

Alt  

Cooties Put Tent #79    Del  

       Alt  
 

AMVETS #245 Cary-Grove             Del  

Alt  

#269 Woodstock            Del  

Alt  

   
 

Veterans Of Foreign Wars #4600 McHenry             Del  

Alt  

#5040 Woodstock          Del  

Alt  

#12014 Crystal Lake   Del  

    Alt  

#11496 Johnsburg           Del  

       Alt  
 

Sad Sacks 0962                Del   

                                           Alt  

Student Veterans   Del  

Association        Alt  

  

Marine Corps League  Del  

   Alt  

Polish Legion                Del  

Alt  

VietNow                         Del  

Alt  
 

 Guests 1. Mr. Don Curfman. McHenry County College Student Veteran 

Liaison.  2. Mr. Victor Samoza, VAC VSO Trainee. 

Officers Remarks: No remarks. 

Routine Reports: 



The February Minutes:  Copies of the February minutes were made available to all delegates and alternates.  

The motion to accept the February minutes as presented was made by Harry Van Beetz (VFW Post #12014) and 

seconded by Donald Stage (AMVETS. Post #269). The motion was passed by unanimous vote.  

VAC February Financial Report: Copies of the February, 2018 Year to Date Financial Report and February 

Financial Report were made available to all delegates and alternates.    

The VAC Office addressed 40 requests for financial assistance from 14 unique families for a total of $6,774.70 in 

Veterans Assistance during February.  The office submitted 28 new Claims to the US Department of Veterans 

Affairs, and a year to date total of 80 applications for VA Disability and Pension Claims.  Year to Date the VAC 

has successfully prosecuted 30 outstanding claims for a total benefit to our local veterans of $513,666. This 

equates to $4.74 coming back to McHenry County for each VAC budget dollar spent. The VAC used 16.14% of 

the allotted funds in the VAC budget up through February. This is less than the 25% allotted in the VAC budget 

up through February.  The VAC may need to draw up to $33,353.92 from the reserve fund as the projected budget 

usage may exceed the $400,000 tax levy by that amount. Charles Chapman (VFW Post #5040) made the motion 

to accept the February VAC financial reports as read.  John Widmayer (VFW Post #5040) seconded the motion.  

The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

Public Participation: 

1) Mr. Don Curfman reported that the McHenry County College will raise the tuition rate will go up $3.00 

per credit hour at the start of the fall semester. The new science building is being fitted out and will open 

for the fall semester. The summer session enrollments are in progress. The spring semester graduation is 

scheduled to occur by Mothers’ Day. The college received $250,000.00 in grants for apprenticeships and 

internship programs. The college is participating in the veteran/family ceramic mask art program.     

Correspondence:  

1) No correspondence. 

Committee Reports: 

Executive Board Meeting: Copies of the Executive Board Meeting Minutes for 21 February 2018 were made 

available to all delegates and alternates. Patrick Conley (A.L. Post #673) made the motion to accept the Executive 

Board meeting minutes as read. Harry Van Beetz (VFW Post #12014) seconded the motion. The motion was 

passed by unanimous vote.  

By-Laws: The proposed VAC By-Laws amendments and revisions are still under review by the VAC By-Laws 

Committee.   

Corporate Report: The VAC Inc held their regular monthly meeting prior to the regular meeting. 

Public Relations Committee: No report. 

Report of IACVAC Delegates:  The next IACVAC Meeting will convene on April 7th through April 11th, 2018 at 

Peoria, Illinois. 

Superintendents Report: 

1) The VAC Superintendent gave a report on the post response to the 2018 Post Delegate forms that were 

mailed out to the posts. The total response is not at 100%, but it is sufficient to pass the legal requirements. 

2) The CBS Channel 2 News did an interview with VSO Jane Dorfner on a specific client issue at the VAC 

office. The issues that resulted in the veterans property taxes being sold have been corrected going 

forward. Work continues to resolve past due taxes. 

3) The VAC Annual Report is a work in progress. 

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor to Old Business. 

1) The second new minivan has been ordered from the factory.  

2) The VAC Office still has an open position for a per-diem driver.  

3) The two VAC VSO Trainees get to attend their first VSO certification course during March at balmy 

Montana. The certification course starts in March 26th and runs for a week. 

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor to New Business: 



1) The VAC Executive Board approved the proposal to provide median level compensation for all VAC 

office personnel except for the per-diem drivers during the 21 February 2018 Executive Board meeting 

The VAC Superintendent provided copies of the summary that shows the proposed compensation for the 

VAC office personnel to the delegates and alternates. (The annual outlay for the increased compensation 

would be $40,690.41) Ray Martin (A.L. Post #491) made the motion for the Commission to approve the 

VAC Staff Compensation proposal. Robert Howe Jr (A.L Post #253) seconded the motion. The motion 

was passed by unanimous vote. The proposal packet will be accompanied by a resolution to the McHenry 

County Board to adjust the wages of VAC employees, from the Commission. The resolution was read to 

the Commission and Robert Howe Jr. (A.L. Post #253) made the motion for the Commission to adopt the 

resolution as read. Harry Van Beetz (VFW Post #12014) seconded the motion. The motion passed by 

unanimous vote.   

Chairman Joe Kersten opened the floor for the good of the association. 

1) The VAC Executive Board will convene after this meeting adjournment to adjudicate on an action 

affecting a veteran client. This will be a closed meeting. 

The Benediction:  Chaplain, Eugene Boxlietner gave the Benediction. 

The Colors were saluted.  

Chairman, Joseph Kersten adjourned the meeting at 1950 Hours. 

Michael Wisniewski 
Respectfully Submitted 
 (Electronically Signed) 
  



By direction of the Veterans Assistance Commission of McHenry County (hereafter referred to as ‘The 

Commission’), the Superintendent shall present this resolution to the McHenry County IL Board via 

the Public Health & Community Service Committee.  The Commission recognizing that in order to 

attract and keep well qualified personnel an adjustment must be made to the compensation for the 

office staff.    
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VETERANS ASSISTANCE COMMISISON OF McHENRY 

COUNTY ADJUSTING WAGES OF VAC EMPLOYEES  
 

WHEREAS: The positions of VSOI, VSOII, and Superintendent are not adequately compensated which 

makes VAC employees candidates for other employers willing to provide greater compensation, limits 

the potential of succession, and reduces the number of well qualified candidates interested in open 

positions, and 

WHEREAS: The US Department of Veterans Affairs easily hired away our two well qualified employees 

and gave an offer to another, and  

WHEREAS:  It was agreed by the Commission and the McHenry County HR Director in 2005 that the 

Superintendent position was undercompensated, but the economic collapse of 2008 stayed further 

corrective action, and 

WHEREAS: The required ongoing education necessary to maintain VA Accreditation as a Service 

Organization Representative qualifying a VSO to represent a veteran or surviving family, and serving as 

a VSO for the VAC Office is not accurately reflected in the current compensation, and  

WHEREAS: The cost of adjusting compensation for VAC Office staff of approximately $41,000.00 is 

considered a ‘just and necessary expense’. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Veterans Assistance Commission of McHenry County 

approved by vote 3/21/2018 a salary increase for the Superintendent to be no less than $79,778.14 and 

recommend as follows: 

VSOII to Exempt with a salary no less than $58,283.75 

VSOI positions to be paid no less than $23.40 per hour 

Admin Specialist I to be paid no less than $15.00 per hour, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this increase shall be in addition to any cost of living increase or 

merit increase authorized by the McHenry County Board associated with the fiscal year 2018 and will 

have a budgetary impact of  

3010 Salaries $34,679.57 

3105 FICA Share $  2,651.61 

3110 IMRF Share $  3,359.23 

 Total $40,690.41 

, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution is provided to the Superintendent for 

distribution to any inquiring body and inclusion as an appendix within the Veterans Assistance 

Commission of McHenry County 2018 Annual Report. 

DATED at Woodstock, Illinois this 21th day of March, 2018. 

 

   

  Joseph Kersten, Chairman 

Veterans Assistance Commission of McHenry County 
Michael Wisniewski, Secretary 

Veterans Assistance Commission of McHenry County 
  



Superintendents Financial Report – March 21, 2018  
February 2018 Financials 



Superintendents Financial Report – March 21, 2018  
February 2018 Financials 

Year to Date 
 

 


